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lation above mentioned is based. It is taken from a small
manuscript selection of his poems1 given to me in Tihrdn
in the winter of 1887-8 by my late friend the Nawwdb
Mfrzd Hasan *Alf Khdn, one of his admirers and patrons.
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This mention of my kind friend the Nawwdb reminds
me of a quaint incident which occurred while I was his
guest at fibrin in the early part of the year
I888> and which shows how relatively unpro-
Stable is the profession of a Persian poet now
compared to what it was in the "good old
days " when a poet's mouth was sometimes filled with gold
or pearls as the reward of a successful poem which hit the
taste of his patron. A minor poet, whose name I forget, if
ever I knew it, came one day to the NawwAb's house and

1 These selections are now bound up in my MS. bearing the class-
mark Y. i. The whole musammat contains eight strophes, of which
only the first two are here given.